Readings 11.15.20
Collect
Holy God, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the
blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have
anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. When they say, “There is peace and security,” then sudden
destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there
will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a
thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober;
for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. But since
we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for
a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining
salvation through Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep
we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as
indeed you are doing.
Psalm 123
1 To you I lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3 So our eyes look to you, O God, *
until you show us your mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O God, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

Matthew 25:14-30
“It’s also like a man going off on an extended trip. He called his servants together and delegated
responsibilities. To one he gave five thousand dollars, to another two thousand, to a third one
thousand, depending on their abilities. Then he left. Right off, the first servant went to work
and doubled his master’s investment. The second did the same. But the man with the single
thousand dug a hole and carefully buried his master’s money.

“After a long absence, the master of those three servants came back and settled up with them.
The one given five thousand dollars showed him how he had doubled his investment. His
master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on be my partner.’
“The servant with the two thousand showed how he also had doubled his master’s investment.
His master commended him: ‘Good work! You did your job well. From now on be my partner.’
“The servant given one thousand said, ‘Master, I know you have high standards and hate
careless ways, that you demand the best and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I might
disappoint you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here it is, safe and
sound down to the last cent.’
“The master was furious. ‘That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like that! If
you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than the least? The least you could have
done would have been to invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have gotten a
little interest.
“‘Take the thousand and give it to the one who risked the most. And get rid of this “play-it-safe”
who won’t go out on a limb. Throw him out into utter darkness.’

